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TARIFF BILL UNDER DEBATE IN HOUSE 


The bill (H. R. 2667) revising the Tariff Act of 1922 was 
introduced in the House by Chairman Hawley of the Ways and 
Means Committee on Tuesday, May 7, and was referred to the 
Committee for a formal report, which was made on Thursday. 


Besides revising rates, the bill makes various changes in 
the administrative features, chief among which are reorganiza- 
tion of the Tariff Commission, changes in the flexible tariff pro- 
visions, and amendment of the drawback section. 


RATES ON CANNED Foops 
Following is a summary of the rates on canned foods and 
related items of interest to the canning industry as carried in 
the House bill, compared with the existing rates. 


MEATS 
Pork, prepared or preserved, would be made dutiable at 3% cents per 
pound; the present rate is 2 cents, 
Meat, prepared or preserved, not specially provided for, would be duti- 
able at 6 cents per pound, but not less than 20 per cent ad valorem; the 
present rate is 20 per cent ad valorem. 


MILK 
Milk, condensed or evaporated, in air-tight containers, unsweetened, 
would be dutiable at 14/10 cents per pound; the present rate is 1 cent. 
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On sweetened condensed or evaporated milk, the rate would be 2% cents 
per pound; the present rate is 1% cents. 


Birps, Etc. 

Birds, chickens, ducks, geese and guineas, prepared or preserved in 
any manner and not specially provided for would be dutiable at 10 cents 
per pound; the present rate is 35 per cent ad valorem. 


Fisu 


The section on fish and fish products is entirely rewritten. Generally, 
the duties are unchanged. Special provision is made for caviar from stur- 
geon roe and for canned clams. 

Fish prepared or preserved in any manner, when packed in oil or in 
oil and other substances, would be dutiable at 30 per cent ad valorem. 
Fish prepared or preserved in any manner, when packed in air-tight con- 
tainers weighing with their contents not more than 15 pounds each (ex- 
cept fish packed in oil or in oil and other substances), would be dutiable 
at 25 per cent ad valorem. 

Fish, fresh or frozen, (whether or not packed in ice), filleted, skinned, 
boned, sliced or divided into portions, not specially provided for, would 
be dutiable at 2% cents per pound. 

Fresh sea herring not frozen naturally or artificially, whether or not 
whole, and smelts and tuna, fresh or frozen, whether or not packed in 
ice and whether or not whole, would remain on the free list. 

Halibut, salmon, mackerel and swordfish, fresh or frozen (whether or 
not packed in ice), whole, or beheaded or eviscerated or both, but not 
further advanced, would be dutiable at 2 cents per pound; other fish not 
specially provided for, 1 cent per pound. 

Crab meat, crab paste, and crab sauce would be dutiable at 15 per 
cent ad valorem, as at present. 

Clams, clam juice, or either in combination with other substances, 
packed in air-tight containers, would be dutiable at 35 per cent ad valorem. 

On fish paste and fish sauce the present rate of 30 per cent ad valorem 
would be retained. 

Caviar from sturgeon roe would be dutiable at 30 per cent ad valorem 
and caviar from other fish roe at 20 cents per pound. The present rate on 
caviar from fish roe of any kind is 30 per cent ad valorem. 

Shrimps, lobsters and other shellfish, prepared or preserved in any 
manner, and not specially provided for, would remain on the free list. 
There would be included in this item pastes and sauces made from shell- 
fish, not specially provided for. 


Fruits 
Apples, prepared or preserved and not specially provided for (other 
than dried, desiccated or evaporated), would remain dutiable at 2% cents 
per pound, as at present. 
Apricots, prepared or preserved, and not specially provided for, would 
remain dutiable at 35 per cent ad valorem, the present rate. Dried, desic- 
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cated or evaporated apricots would be made dutiable at 2 cents per pound, 
instead of one-half of 1 cent, as under the present law. 

Berries, prepared or preserved or frozen (other than dried, desiccated 
or evaporated), would be dutiable at 35 per cent ad valorem. The rate is 
the same as in the present law, but frozen berries are included under the 
35 per cent rate. The rates on berries in their natural state, in brine, or 
dried, desiccated or evaporated would not be changed. 

Cherries, sulphured, or in brine, with stems and pits, would be dutiable 
at 5% cents per pound; with stems or pits removed, at 9% cents per pound. 

Cherries, maraschino, candied, crystallized or glace, or prepared or pre- 
served in any manner, would be dutiable at 5% cents per pound and 40 
per cent ad valorem. The present rate on canned cherries is 40 per cent 
ad valorem. 

Figs, prepared or preserved and not specially provided for, would re- 
main dutiable at 35 per cent ad valorem. 

Olives in brine, green, would be dutiable at 20 cents per gallon; in 
brine, ripe, 30 cents per gallon; in brine, pitted or stuffed, 30 cents per 
gallon; dried, ripe, 5 cents per pound; not specially provided for, 5 cents 
per pound, 

Peaches, prepared or preserved and not specially provided for (other 
than dried, desiccated or evaporated), remain dutiable at 35 per cent ad 
valorem. 

Pears, canned, would be subject to the same rates as peaches. 

Pineapples, prepared or preserved and not specially provided for, would 
be dutiable at 2 cents per pound as at present. 

Plums, prunes and prunelles, prepared or preserved and not specially 
provided for, would be subject to the same rate as at present, which is 35 
per cent ad valorem. 

Jellies, jams, marmalades and fruit butters would be dutiable at 35 
per cent ad valorem, the present rate. 

Fruits, prepared or preserved in any manner, and not specially pro- 
vided for, and mixtures of two or more fruits, prepared or preserved, would 
be subject to a duty of 35 per cent ad valorem, as at present. The same 
rate would be applied to fruit pastes and pulps, and candied, crystallized 
or glace fruits not specially provided for. 


VEGETABLES 


Beans, prepared or preserved in any manner, would be dutiable at 3 
cents per pound on the entire contents of the container; the present rate is 
2 cents per pound. The rate on green beans, would be increased to 3% 
cents per pound; the present rate is one-half of 1 cent per pound. 

Mushrooms, prepared or preserved, would be dutiable at 60 per cent 
ad valorem and truffles at 30 per cent. The present rate on mushrooms is 
45 per cent, and on truffles, 25 per cent. 

Peas, prepared or preserved in any manner, would be dutiable at 2 
cents per pound on the entire contents of the container. The present rate 
is the same, but the item is changed by the addition of the phrase, “on the 
entire contents of the container.” The same change is proposed in the 
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item on beans, prepared or preserved. The rate on green peas would be 
increased to 2 cents per pound; the present rate is 1 cent per pound. 

Tomatoes, prepared or preserved in any manner, would be dutiable at 
25 per cent ad valorem; the present rate is 15 per cent ad valorem. No 
separate rate is provided for tomato paste, now dutiable at 40 per cent ad 
valorem, and apparently tomato paste would be subject to the rate applied 
to tomatoes, or possibly to 35 per cent ad valorem as “pastes composed of 
vegetables.” The rate on tomatoes in their natural state would be 3 cents 
per pound; the present rate is one-half of 1 cent. 

Pimientos, packed in brine or in oil, or prepared or preserved in any 
manner, would be dutiable at 6 cents per pound as under the present law. 
The word “whole” is omitted, however, and this would remove the cause 
of controversy that has arisen under the present law. 

Vegetables, prepared or preserved and not specially provided for, 
would be dutiable, as at present, at 35 per cent ad valorem, which rate 
would also be applied to soups, soup rolls, soup tablets or cubes and other 
soup preparations, pastes, balls, puddings, hash and all similar forms, com- 
posed of vegetables, or of vegetables and meat or fish, or both, not specially 
provided for. 

Vegetables in their natural state, not specially provided for, would be 
dutiable at 50 per cent ad valorem; the present rate is 25 per cent. Pep- 
pers, eggplant and cucumbers would be made dutiable at 3 cents per pound 
and squash at 2 cents per pound; at present these articles are not separate- 
ly provided for and are dutiable at 25 per cent. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Pumpkin seeds would be dutiable as garden or field seeds not specially 
provided for at 6 cents per pound. 

Patna rice cleaned for use in the manufacture of canned soups would 
remain on the free list. 

Sugar would be dutiable at the general rate of 3 cents per pound for 
96° raw sugar, thus making the sugar from Cuba, which enjoys a prefer- 
ential rate, dutiable at 2.4 cents per pound. 


TARIFF COMMISSION 


The bill would reorganize the tariff commission so that it 
will be composed of seven commissioners instead of six, and cut 
short the terms of office of the present members, who, however, 
may be reappointed by the President, if eligible under the re- 
quirements of the bill. 

The principle to which the President must conform in carry- 
ing out the “flexible provisions” is the equalization of ‘“condi- 
tions of competition in the principal market or markets of the 
United States between domestic articles and like or similar com- 
petitive imported articles.” 


The President may, after investigation, if he finds such dif- 
ferences cannot be equalized, proclaim that the ad valorem rate 
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or rates of duty shall be based in whole or in part upon such 
American selling price as in his judgment is shown to be neces- 
sary to equalize such conditions. The limitation is retained that 
the increase or decrease shall not exceed 50 per cent of the rate 
embodied in the pending bill. 


In ascertaining the differences in competitive conditions 
five things are given consideration: 


1. The cost of production of the domestic article or the 
price at which such article is offered for sale. 


2. Costs of production of the imported article or the price 
or value set forth in its invoices or its import cost. 


8. Other costs of the domestic article and of the imported 
article including the cost of all containers and coverings of what- 
ever nature and other charges and expenses incident to placing 
the article in condition packed ready for delivery. 


4. Costs of transportation. 


5. Advantages granted to a foreign producer by a govern- 
ment, person, partnership, corporation or association in a for- 
eign country. 


DRAWBACK 


Provision is made for substitution for drawback purposes 
in the case of sugar and non-ferrous metals. This provision is 
covered by the following paragraph in Section 313 of the bill: 


If imported duty-paid sugar or non-ferrous metal, or ore containing 
non-ferrous metal, and duty-free or domestic merchandise of the same kind 
and quality are used in the manufacture or production of articles within a 
period not to exceed one year from the receipt of such imported merchan- 
dise by the manufacturer or producer of such articles, there shall be ai- 
lowed upon the exportation (or shipment to the Philippine Islands) of any 
such articles, notwithstanding the fact that none of the imported merchan- 
dise may actually have been used in the manufacture or production of the 
exported articles, an amount of drawback equal to that which would have 
been allowable had the sugar or non-ferrous metal, or ore containing non- 
ferrous metal, used therein been imported, but the total amount of draw- 
back allowed upon the exportation of such articles, together with the total 
amount of drawback allowed in respect of such imported merchandise under 
any other provision of law, shall not exceed 99 per centum of the duty 
paid on such imported merchandise. 


VALUES 
A paragraph is added relating to the determination of the 
value of imported merchandise. This permits, in any case where 
a United States value as now defined cannot be ascertained, an 
estimated value based upon the domestic wholesale selling price 
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of a domestic or imported article comparable in construction or 
use, with appropriate adjustments for differences between the 
imported article and the article used as a basis for the compari- 
son. The bill also contains a provision authorizing the Presi- 
dent to make a thorough investigation of systems of values in 
the United States on which to base duties on imports and to re- 
port to Congress with plans for their use. 


Proceedings in Congress 


The House of Representatives received the tariff bill on 
Tuesday and it was referred to the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee and formally reported back to the House on Thursday, 
when general debate on the measure began. A rule to govern 
the debate on the bill will be adopted later. 


The Senate spent the week debating farm relief. It de- 
clined by a vote of 47 to 44 to strike out the debenture plan 
from the bill, and debate thereafter turned pricipally upon 
amendments proposing to define the term “agricultural com- 
modity” as used in the bill, so as to exclude fruits, vegetables, 
and milk and milk products from the provisions of the measure. 

No program has yet been agreed upon with respect to legis- 
lation that will be taken up in addition to the tariff and the main 
farm relief bill. 


Proposed Amendment of Warehouse Act 

An amendment to the warehouse act proposed in H. R. 7 
provides for the transfer of authority now vested in the Secre- 
tary of Agriculture to a representative whom he may designate 
to perform such acts as accepting and approving bonds fur- 
nished by warehousemen and the issuance, suspension, cancella- 
tion and revocation of licenses. The present act would be 
amended so that the Federal law would not become subservient 
to the state law, in so far as there is conflict. This is the case 
under the law as it now stands, and bankers have been reluc- 
tant to loan large amounts under the warehouse act so long as 
the Federal law can be negatived by state legislation. The bill 
was favorably reported on May 3 by the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture and Forestry. 


Bill on Labeling of Vegetable Products Introduced 
Senator Shortridge, of California, has introduced a Dill 
(S. 902), similar to the bill pending at the last session of Con- 
gress, that would require labels on products of edible plants 
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grown outside of the United States, or products in which foreign- 
grown edibles plants are used, to show the common name and 
weight or volume of such foreign products. 


Truck Crop Markets 

No uniform trend was apparent in fruit and vegetable mar- 
kets during the week ended May 4, according to the U. S. Mar- 
ket News Service. The combined movement of 25 fruits and 
vegetables increased to 20,880 cars and was ahout 3,200 cars 
heavier than a year ago. 

Shipments of string beans, cucumbers, and green peas were 
heavy. Cucumber shipments were three times those of early 
May in 1928. Peas were coming mostly from North Carolina 
and California. 


Spinach shipments totaled only 260 cars, mostly from Vir- 
ginia and Maryland. Less than 200 cars of asparagus moved by 
rail during the week. California shipped 75, South Carolina 50, 
and Washington and Illinois 25 cars each. Cabbage shipments 
increased to 1,100 cars. South Carolina furnished 320, Missis- 
sippi 300, Alabama 180 and Texas 80 cars. The Virginia season 
opened with 85 cars. 


Shipments of strawberries increased to 1,880, or 450 more 
than during early May last year. Haulings by motor truck from 
North Carolina and Virginia totaled 142 carloads. 


Movement of Florida tomatoes totaled 770 cars, Texas in- 
creased to 60, and about 110 arrived from Mexico. 


Production of tomatoes in Florida is forecast at 2,800,000 
bushels as against 3,017,000 last year. The lower valley of Texas 
expects 480,000 bushels this year, or 68,000 less than in 1928. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


Apr. 29 Total this Total last 
Commodity May ay 5 seasonto season to 
May 4 May 5 
Apples, total 125,461 90,807 
Kastern states 
Western states 
Asporagus 
Cabbage 
Carrots, 1920 season... 
Caulittower 
Green peas 
Mixed vegetables: 
Domestic 
Imports 
ears 


Tomatoes 
Domestic 
Imports 
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Weather Conditions 
Abnormally cold weather, except in Eastern, Southern and 
Western border States, marked the week ended May 7, and 
brought little improvement in farming conditions, according 
to the Weather Bureau. 


As during several preceding weeks, rainfall was frequent 
in the more eastern States, the interior valleys, and the Lake 
region. This kept the soil too wet for field work in most places 
and consequently little spring planting could be accomplished 
from the Mississippi Valley eastward; this makes the fourth 
consecutive week of unfavorable weather in most places. 

In addition temperatures were too low for germination and 
growth of early-planted spring crops in Central States and vege- 
tation in general made slow progress. Unprecedentedly late 
snowstorms in the Central Mississippi and parts of the Ohio 
Valleys did only a moderate amount of damage, and no wide- 
spread harm resulted from frosts, though there were local re- 
ports of damage to fruits in sections, notably in Wisconsin, 
Iowa, Missouri, and some Rocky Mountain States. 


In the Central-Northern States, including some important 
corn areas in the upper Mississippi Valley, mostly fair weather, 
with normal sunshine and considerable wind, dried out the wet 
soil rapidly and farm work was rather actively resumed, though 
field operations were hindered in the northern Plains by low tem- 
peratures which resulted in frozen soil in some places. In the 
east-central area and parts of the Southeast severe storms, in 
places tornadoes, did considerable damage to buildings and 
crops, with locally heavy losses of life. 

In the Southeastern States the wet weather and low night 
temperatures were decidedly unfavorable, while high winds did 
considerable damage, especially to young cotton, and to peaches 
in Georgia. In the Southwest conditions were also very un- 
favorable because of coolness and dryness. Rain is now needed 
over a wide area, including practically all of Texas and southern 
Oklahoma, while high winds and sandstorms were detrimental 
to spring crops. In the Great Basin somewhat better weather 
prevailed, while conditions were fairly favorable in the Pacific 
Northwest, though rain is still needed in the interior. 


Truck Crop Notes 


Asparagus.—Present prospects for six of the late states 
(Delaware, Illinois, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, and Wash- 
ington) indicate a production of 1,888,000 crates, or 7 per cent 
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greater than 1928. The increase is due principally to a 6 per 
cent increase in acreage, the yields averaging about equal to last 
year. The production forecast for California, Georgia and 
South Carolina is 2,184,000 crates or 141,000 more than in 1928. 
In addition, the Delta District of California is expected to pro- 
duce 54,200 tons grown for canning. 


Snap beans.—Production in the second early states (Ala- 
bama, Georgia, Louisiana Mississippi, North and South Caro- 
lina) is indicated to be 22 per cent greater than in 1928. Acre- 
age is estimated to be 10 per cent lower than last year, but 
yields are reported uniformly higher. 


Green peas.—Prospective production in North Carolina and 
Tennessee is 251,000 hampers, or 35 per cent less than in 1928; 
‘he estimated acreage is 30 per cent below last year. 


Peppers.—Prospects on the basis of May 1 condition indi- 
cate that Florida's spring production will total 1,584,000 
bushels, or more than one-third larger than last year. 


Strawberries.—Prospective production in seven states of 
the intermediate group is indicated to be 24 per cent greater 
than last year. In the early states the production is forecast 
at 21 per cent greater than in 1928, while in the second early 
group the expected production is about 9 per cent less than in 
1928. 

Pimientos for canning.—The latest forecast of the 1928-29 
production in California was reported in November as 12,109 
tons, compared with an estimated production of 10,475 tons in 
1927-28. The Georgia production forecast in December indi- 
cated 7,920 tons, compared with 5,994 tons in 1927-28. 


Peach Conditions in Southern States 


The condition of peaches in ten southern States averaged 
67.4 per cent on May 1 compared with 73.8 per cent last year, 
42.7 in 1927, and 57.2 in 1926 according to the Crop Reporting 
Board of the U. S. Department of Agriculture. In Georgia 
prospects declined sharply during April chiefly as a result of 
rainy weather at blooming time and on May 1 the condition 
averaged only 60, compared with 83 last year and 43 two years 
ago. In Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Texas, prospects are still 
much better than in any of the past three years. 


Stocks of Corn, Peas and Tomatoes in Canners’ Hands 


Statistics on stocks of canned corn, peas and tomatoes in 
canners’ hands on April 1 have been issued by the Bureau of 
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Agricultural Economics, based upon reports received from can- 
ners representing 55 per cent of the total acreage in corn in 1928, 
438 per cent of the acreage in peas, and 28 per cent of the acre- 
age in tomatoes. The following table summarizes the statistics: 


Corn Peas Tomatoes 
Number of firms reporting stocks on hand Agee, 1 

180 187 310 
1928 ac reage of firms ‘reporting ‘stocks on hand...) 159,008 49,000 b 72,222 
Estimated toto! acreage of all canners in 1928 ...... 250,180 206,570 254,810 
Per cent of total acreage represented by canners re- 

Stocks held by reporting firma April 1, 1929...... cases 2.145.805 1,580,271 422.054 
Stocks reported by same firms in 192% ........ cases 2,627,202 2,268,009 1,818,071 
Per cent of stocks on hand April 1, 1929, compared 


alncluding those reporting no stocks on hand, 

b The acreage of tomatoes shown as _ n by the firms reporting does not include 
the acreage grown by those producing only soups, pulp, puree. etc.. although ouch acre: 
age is included in the estimated total acreage grown for manufac turing purpose 

¢ The totals shown represent the stocks on hand a year ago as reported at that time 
except that for cannersa who did not report last yeor it has been necessary to use the 
quantity which they this «pring estimated as on hand a year ago. 

d Stocks of canned goods in hands of canners and distributors on December 31, 1928 
as reported to the Bureau of the Census, amounted to 87.9 per cent of their holdings of 
canned corn on December 31, 1927; 94.1 per cent of the canned pens; and 58.6 per cent 
of the canned tomatoes. 


Business Conditions 


The volume of money turnover during the week ended May 
4, as indicated by check payments, was larger than in the pre- 
vious week but smaller than a year ago, according to the 
weekly statement of the Department of Commerce. Primary 
distribution of goods, as indicated by freight-car loadings, cov- 
ering the latest available week, was six per cent greater than a 
year ago. 

The general level of wholesale prices showed no change 
from the previous week but was lower than a year ago. Busi- 
ness failures were smaller in number than in either the previous 


week or a year ago. 


CAR LOADINGS 


Total Miscellaneous L. C. L. Other 
Week ended April 27 .......... 1,051,728 $12,722 268,768 975.238 
1,006,156 268,538 924,900 
Corresponding week, 1928 ...... 250,902 18,274 
Corresponding week, 1927 ...... 1,021,576 905,725 260,236 965,015 


Retail Trade in April 

Total sales of department stores in April were 8 per cent 
larger and average daily sales one per cent larger than in the 
corresponding month a year ago, according to preliminary re- 
ports made to the Federal reserve system by 464 stores. In- 
crease in total sales was reported by 228 stores and decrease 
by 236 stores. Increases in total sales were reported in all Fed- 
eral reserve districts except Atlanta and San Francisco, but 
were largest in the New York and Chicago districts. 


= 
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Trend Toward Apartment House Living Continues 


Building statistics compiled by the U. S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics show that in 810 cities with a population of 25,000 
or over, 61.8 per cent of the expenditures for new buildings in 
1928 was for residential buildings, and the trend toward apart- 
ment house dwelling continues in full swing. In 1921 accommo- 
dations were provided for 224,545 families in the new buildings 
for which permits were issued, and of this number 24.4 per cent 
were in apartment houses. In 1928 the proportion of the new 
dwelling units in apartment houses had increased to 53.7 per 
cent. 


Georgia and Alabama Quarantined on Account of the Phony 
Peach Disease 


Establishment of a quarantine, effective June 1, 1929, on 
the States of Georgia and Alabama to prevent the spread of the 
phony peach disease, has been announced by the Secretary of 
Agriculture. Restrictions are placed on the interstate move- 
ment from the regulated areas of peach and nectarine trees, 
peach and nectarine roots, and all other trees and shrubs grafted 
or budded on peach or nectarine roots. The areas affected 
cover sixty-four counties of central and western Georgia and 
one county of eastern Alabama. 


Shipment of peach, nectarine, and other restricted trees, 
or peach and nectarine roots interstate from the regulated 
areas will, under this quarantine be conditioned on the securing 
of a permit from the United States Department of Agriculture. 
Such permits are to be issued only to nurseries within which 
and within one mile of which no infection of the phony peach 
disease has existed for at least two years prior to the proposed 
date of movement. 


The phony peach disease is an infectious condition of the 
root system which causes peach and nectarine trees, and other 
trees grafted or budded on peach or nectarine roots, to become 
dwarfed and to produce abnormally small and poorly flavored 
fruits. The infectious virus appears to be confined entirely to 
the root system and no restrictions therefore are placed on the 
movement of fruit or of scions, branches and other parts of 
peach and nectarine trees without the roots. 

An eradication campaign in the infected area is being 
undertaken by the Federal and State departments of agriculture, 
and the nature of the infection is euch that this plan offers 
great promise of success. 
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Pea Disease Survey Published 


In 1928 Dr. Maurice B. Linford of the Bureau of Plant 
Industry, U. S. Department of Agriculture, conducted a survey 
of pea diseases in the United States. A summarized report of this 
survey was published by the Office of Mycology and Disease 
Survey, Bureau of Plant Industry, as Supplement No. 67 of the 
Plant Disease Reporter. It is stated in this publication that 
copies of Dr. Linford’s detailed report have been deposited 
with the Department of Plant Pathology, University of Wis- 
consin, Madison, Wis., and with the Office of Horticultural 
Crops and Diseases, Bureau of Plant Industry, Washington, 
D. C.; where they may be consulted by those interested. 

Dr. Linford's survey included the examination of pea fields 
for diseases in each of the following 15 states: Maryland, Dela- 
ware, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, 
Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Utah, Idaho, Wyoming, 
and Montana. In three of these—Delaware, New York and Wy- 
oming—not enough fields were examined to be representative. 
Obviously it was impossible to make an exhaustive survey in 
each of the states entered, but it is believed that a fairly reliable 
picture has been obtained of the pea-disease problems in the 12 
other states listed. 

Observations were made in a total of 330 fields. In all, 
18 distinct diseases were recognized, many of them minor, but 
several of them very important factors in pea production. 

A limited number of copies of the Plant Disease Reporter 
containing the summarized report have been supplied the Asso- 
ciation and will be sent to members on request to the Asso- 
ciation’s Raw Products Research Bureau. 


Federal Prisons Seek Bids on Canned Foods 


The Superintendent of Federal Prisons, Department of Jus- 
tice, Washington D. C., is asking for bids on various canned 
foods to be delivered during the period from July 1 to September 
30, f. o. b. the penitentiaries at Leavenworth, Kansas, and At- 
lanta, Georgia, and at correctional institutions at Chillicothe, 
Ohio, and Detention Headquarters, 427 West St., New York City. 
The bids will be opened June 3. Samples must be forwarded 
so as to reach the Superintendent of Prisons, Room 635, Invest- 
ment Building, Washington, D. C., not later than May 28. 
Specifications for each of the articles called for in the invita- 
tion for bids are furnished with the schedule, copies of which 
can be obtained by addressing the Superintendent of Prisons. 


| 
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The articles include tomatoes, corn, peas, string beans, spinach, 
catsup, hominy, beets, red kidney beans, pie peaches, rhubarb, 
and sliced apples. 


Publication of Interest to Canners 


Vegetable Diseases.—The Experiment Station at Geneva, 
N. Y., has issued a publication giving the results obtained by a 
plant disease specialist who has been making a special study of 
vegetable diseases on Long Island, and who has found that more 
plants will come up from early plantings of vegetable seeds 
that have been treated with fungicides than from untreated 
seed of the same lot. In some cases increased yields also 
followed the treatment of the seed. As the season advances 
later plantings of treated seed failed to show any benefit from 
the treatment. 


Commission Names Board to Investigate False Advertising 

False and misleading advertising published in newspapers 
and periodicals will be investigated from time to time by a 
special board of investigation that has just been named by the 
Federal Trade Commission, the board consisting of three of the 
Commission's attorneys. All inquiries will be based on Section 5 
of the Federal Trade Commission act prohibiting unfair methods 
of competition. 


In connection with carrying on a survey of published adver- 
tising the board will hold proliminary hearings on cases having 
to do with unfair advertising. An informal examination of 
newspaper and periodical advertising has been under way for 
several months so that there are now a number of cases ready 
for review. 


Hearings before the board will not be public because the 
commission's rules on publicity do not permit a case to be made 
public prior to issuance of complaint. 


Italian Meat Industry Regulations 


An Italian royal decree (No. 3298) of December 20, 1928, 
approves new regulations for the slaughter of animals and for 
the inspection, preparation, and marking of canned meats, ex- 
tracts, concentrated soups, sausages and meat put up in sacks. 
Full details in regard to these regulations may be obtained upon 
request from the Division of Foreign Tariffs of the Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce, Washington. 
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Labeling Requirements of Various States 

At the request of a member of the Association, the laws 
and regulations of a number of states relating to the labeling 
of canned foods have been secured from the state officials so as 
to insure their being accurate and up-to-date. A list of these 
states and their requirements are given below: 

Arizona.—Standards same as those of the Federal Law. 
Products which are labeled to meet the requirements of inter- 
state shipment comply with the regulations of this state. 

Arkansas.—No food law enforcement in the state. Federal 
regulations meet all requirements. 

California.— Aside from the provisions of the California 
Canned Fruit Standardization Act, the provisions of the State 
law regarding labeling are similar to the Federal Law. 

Colorado.—Requirements of the food law and regulations 
appear to be essentially the same as those of the Federal govern- 
ment. 

Idaho.—Requirements same as those under the Federal 
Law. 

Jowa.—Requirements for labeling do not vary from those 
of the Federal Law. 

Maryland.—Labeling requirements same as those under the 
Federal Law. 

Missouri.—Conformity with Federal law and regulations 
will meet State requirements. 

Montana.—Labeling requirements same as those under the 
Federal Law, except State law prohibiting the sale of food con- 
taining saccharine. 


Nebraska.—Labeling requirements same as those under the 
Federal Law. 


Nevada.—Labeling requirements in accord with those under 
the Federal Law. 


New Mexico.—Conformity with Federal law will meet stat- 
utory regulations. 

Oklahoma.—Soaked or bleached goods or goods put up from 
products dried before canning, shall be plainly marked, stamped 
or labeled such, with the words “soaked goods,” or “bleached 
goods.” Otherwise the laws and regulations appear to be simi- 
lar to Federal law and regulations. 


Oregon.— Canned goods labeled to comply with the Federal 
laws are passed in this state. 
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Texas.—Conformity with Federal law and regulations will 
meet state requirements. 


Utah.—The state law in general conforms with the Federal 
law. 


Virginia.—Name and address of packer or distributor 
should appear on canned food label. Otherwise same as Fed- 
eral law. 

Washington.—Substantially the same as the Federal law. 

Wyoming.—Same as those under the Federal law. 


Should our members desire to have this list extended to 
cover the entire United States, such additional information will 
be secured and published in a later issue of the Information 
Letter. 


Truck Crop Conditions 


The following table shows the average condition of the truck 
crops listed in the States specified on May 1, according to the re- 
port of the Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates issued on 
May 9: 

aay 1, 1929 April 15, 1929 May 1, 1928 
er cent Per cent Per cent 

Cucumbers (Ala,, Fla... Ga. N. C.. 

C.. Tex.) 
Snap beans 

Miss,, N, ex 
Green pens. “cals 

€ Ve 
Tomatoes Fla., Ga., Miss., N. J.. 
Heets (La. Mies. Tex.) 
Carrots La.. Miss.. N. 

Asparagus (Cal., Del, Ga.. iit. Mich.. 


S.C. Wash.) 


Trend of Wholesale Prices of Canned Foods 


Since 1900 the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics has com- 
piled and published monthly statistics on wholesale prices. The 
purpose of these statistics is to show the trend of the price of 
the leading articles entering into trade. Quotations on which 
the averages are based are derived from various sources, in- 
cluding manufacturers, wholesalers, exchanges and trade papers. 
The continuity of the quotations on any one article is assured, 
so far as practicable, by substitutions, when necessary of sim- 
ilar grades or qualities of merchandise. 


Because these statistics are averages and their primary 
purpose is to show the trend from year to year, their use for 
comparison with individual wholesale quotations on various 
grades and qualities of goods is necessarily limited. 
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To give an idea of the trend of prices on canned food 
articles included in the statistical series, the tables that follow 
have been compiled from a bulletin recently issued by the Bureau 
giving the prices from 1913 to 1926. To this have been added 
the average prices for 1928 and the prices for March, 1929. 


Following is a description of the canned foods and the 
basis of the quotations, as given in the Bureau’s bulletin: 


Salmon, Alaska, red, No. 1, tall, per dozen cans, factory 

Peaches, California, standard, 24's, per dozen, New York 
Pineapple, Hawaiian sliced, standard, 2%’s, per dozen, New York 
Beans, string, 2’s, per dozen, New York 

Corn, Maryland, standard, 2’s, factory, per dozen 

Peas, state and western, fancy sweets, 2’s, per dozen, New York 
Tomatoes, New Jersey, standard, 3’s, per dozen, New York 

Milk, condensed, per case, New York 

Milk, evaporated, per case, New York 


Salmon Peaches Pineapple String beans 
1.7138 
1.452 
1.583 
2.002 2.007 
2.348 2.625 
3.320 4.230 
2.230 2.762 
1.057 3.278 
1.871 3.505 
1.800 
1.800 2.361 
1.050 2.150 
1.888 2.223 
1.764 2.258 
1.775 2.400 


Peas Tomatoes 


#1.008 
1.246 
2.299 
2.050 
1.808 
1.450 
1.550 
1.683 
1.500 
1.496 
1.445 
1.402 
1.40% 
1.700 


Citrus Fruit Trade.—International trade in citrus fruit¢ 
is discussed in Trade Promotion Series No. 77, a 46-page bulle- 
tin issued by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 


Corn 

$0.725 

1.615 

875 

909 

1.058 

1928 (March) ....... 

Milk Milk 

(con.) (evap.) 

1.508 7.308 5.699 

1.450 6.200 4.708 

Vals 1.208 5.870 4.504 


